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Forty-eighth Session of the Executive Board 


Unesco’s Executive Board held its forty-eighth session at Unesco House in 
Paris from 3 to 27 June. Among the matters it dealt with were: the work 
plans for the major projects on mutual appreciation of Eastern and Western 
cultural values and on scientific research on arid lands; the preparation of 
the Organization’s programme and budget for 1959-60; co-ordination of 
activities between Unesco, the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies; 
implementation of the programme of participation in the activities of 
Member States, and Unesco’s participation in the United Nations Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance. . 

The Executive Board is responsible for directing the policy and programme 
of Unesco between sessions of the General Conference. Its chairman is 
Dr. Vittorino Veronese (Italy). 


THE EAST-WEST MAJOR PROJECT 


During its ninth session in New Delhi, the General Conference approved 
three major projects on which Unesco should concentrate a large part of 
its efforts and resources. The agreement of the Executive Board was, however, 
necessary before the measures planned by the Director-General for carrying 
out these three projects could be put into effect. At its previous session, 
the Board had approved the work plan for the major project for extension 
of primary education in Latin America. At this present forty-eighth session, 
it approved work plans for carrying out in 1957-58 the major projects for 
better cultural understanding between East and West and for scientific 
research on the problems of arid lands. 

The two work plans had been drawn up by the Secretariat in the light 
of recommendations of two international advisory committees. 

For its project on mutual appreciation of Eastern and Western cultural 
values, which is to run for 10 years, a budget of $839,209 was allocated for 
1957-58. The work plan for these two years provides for exchanges of 
cultural and educational material, promoting personal contacts between 
writers, scholars, educators, historians, etc.; through round-table confer- 
ences, seminars, exchange visits and fellowships, and programmes directed 
to schools and to the general public. Concrete proposals for national pro- 
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grammes within the framework of the over-all project will shortly be 
submitted to Member States of Unesco. The Executive Board decided to 
increase the membership of the Advisory Committee responsible for advis- 
ing the Director-General in carrying out this project, and added Argentina, 
Morocco and Poland to the 18 countries already represented on the Com- 
mittee. 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ON ARID LANDS 


The Board also approved the work plan submitted for the execution during 
1957-58 of the project on scientific research on arid lands. The budget for 
these two years is nearly $500,000. Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia—three new 
Member States of Unesco—were added to the area to be covered by the 
project which runs from North Africa through the Middle East to South 
Asia. Among results expected within the six years that the project is to run 
are the development of economic methods for purifying salt water, more 
use of dew and of underground water, and studies of vegetation adapted for 
survival in the desert. A network of research institutes and local co-operating 
committees, assisted by Unesco, will help in this task. 


UNESCO’S PROGRAMME AND BUDGET FOR 1959-60 


During a preliminary discussion on the Organization’s programme and budget 
for 1959-60, based on information and suggestions submitted by the Secre- 
tariat, the members of the Board expressed the opinion that priority should 
be given to the three existing major projects and there should be no new 
major projects in 1959-60, although preparation study could be given to new 
projects to be undertaken later. Having noted that a budgetary increase of 
one to two million dollars would be necessary in 1959-60 to maintain 
Unesco’s activities at their present level, the Board members stressed the 
fact that governments should keep this in mind when formulating their 
views on the future programme.’ Several members of the Board, however, 
urged that Unesco might undertake new action in Africa for the develop- 
ment of fundamental education and to produce reading material for new 
literates, within the limits of budgetary provisions. 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIES OF MEMBER STATES 
The Board devoted several meetings to an examination of reports by the 


Director-General on the Organization’s activities during the first four months 
of 1957, and on Unesco’s participation in the Expanded Programme of 


1. Fhe Unesco budget for 195758 is $22,679,638. 
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Technical Assistance, and in the programme of participation in the activities 
of Member States during 1956. 

Regarding the first of these reports, the Board appointed a rapporteur, 
Mgr Maroun (Lebanon), assisted by Dr. J. A. Martinez-Cobo (Ecuador) and 
Professor J. Nielsen (Denmark) to make a detailed report on this as well 
as on future reports by the Director-General, on the Organization’s activities 
and the Board’s discussions on the subject, for the guidance and information 
of the Tenth General Conference. Various modifications to work plans for 
current activities proposed by the Director-General were approved. 

The United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for 
1956 provided an allocation to Unesco of $4,940,933, about one million dollars 
more than for the 1955 programme. The money was used for providing 
331 experts, 172 fellowships, 168 study grants, and for the purchase of equip- 
ment amounting to $1,317,757. The sum allotted to Unesco for 1957 is 
$4,667,000, with most aid foreseen for countries in Latin America, South- 
East Asia and the Middle East, with assistance generally taking the form 
of fellowships and the sending of experts to advise on problems of education, 
including science teaching. The technical assistance programme for 1958, 
already submitted to the Executive Board, represents projects amounting 
to $3,795,000; these include 17 regional programmes benefiting a number 
of Member States in Latin America, the Middle East, South-East Asia and 
Africa. The Board emphasized the importance of these regional programmes 
which help to improve living conditions in several countries at the same time. 

As regards the programme of participation in activities of Member States, 
this went into operation last year and already requests from Member States 
far surpass funds available. In 1956, these totalled about a million dollars. 
Nevertheless this sum enabled a number of important projects to be carried 
out: assistance to radio schools in Colombia, the restoration of cultural 
property in Ecuador and Libya, the planning of a television service in Costa 
Rica, development of museums in Indonesia and Peru, improvement in social 
science teaching in Nicaragua, the organization of a Franco-Polish seminar 
on the theme of economic and social progress, assistance in the creation of 
a bureau of pedagogical research in Yugoslavia, etc. 


‘CONCERTED ACTION’ BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 


The Executive Board approved the conclusions of a report by the Director- 
General on problems of co-ordination between the United Nations and the 
Specialized Agencies for concerted action in the economic and social fields, 
and in the field of human rights. After expressing satisfaction with progress 
achieved in the co-ordination of the tasks between the different interna- 
tional organizations so as to eliminate overlapping and duplication, members 
felt that new measures whereby joint planning of certain activities could be 
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undertaken should be studied. The Director-General was asked to inform 
competent organs of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies of 
the Board’s point of view. 

The Board further authorized: (a) the publication of a summary for the 
general public of the report by Mr. Charles Ammoun, Permanent Represen- 
tative of Lebanon to Unesco, on discrimination in education (an introduc- 
tion will specify that the special rapporteur alone is responsible for the 
contents of his report); (b) the transmission to the Director-General of the 
International Labour Organisation of proposals for ways in which Unesco 
might take part in the application of the Draft Convention and Draft 
Recommendation on protection and integration of indigenous and other 
tribal and semi-tribal populations in independent countries. 


RELATIONS WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 


New agreements with the League of Arab States and the Ibero-American 
Bureau of Education were approved by the Board at this session. These 
agreements define the terms of co-operation between Unesco and the two 
organizations. The present situation regarding signatures and ratifications 
of the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict was also noted. Mr. V. S. Kemenov (U.S.S.R.) presented a 
resolution to invite the German Democratic Republic to accede to the 
Convention: the debate on this question, however, was adjourned on a 
motion made by Mr. Kellermann (United States). 

On a suggestion from the Director-General, the Board laid down proce- 
dure to be followed in reviewing the list of non-governmental organizations 
admitted to consultative arrangements. The General Conference had decided 
that two criteria should constitute the main basis of the evaluation: (a) Do 
the organizations continue to conform with the conditions of eligibility 
for admission to consultative arrangements? (b) Have the organizations ful- 
filled the obligations accepted by them on admission to consultative arrange- 
ments ? A questionnaire to ascertain how far organizations had fulfilled 
these requirements would be drawn up by the Secretariat and sent to the 
associations concerned. 

The Director-General was authorized to grand a subsidy of $5,000 to 
the Committee of the International Computation Centre. 


ADMINISTRATIVE QUESTIONS 


The Board considered preparations for an administrative management 
survey of the Unesco Secretariat. Three outside specialists will conduct the 
survey and will report to the Director-General next winter on the adequacy 
of the present organization and on principal working methods followed in 
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the different services. After having heard new statements by the Director- 
General regarding the advisory opinion given by the International Court of 
Justice on 23 October 1956 and taking account of the opinions expressed by 
several members of the Board, it was decided to close discussion on this 
question. 

The Director-General was also authorized to accept the generous bequest 
made to Unesco by Miss Lizzie Hands, who died last year in Sydney, 
Australia. 

On salaries, allowances and related benefits, the Board authorized the 
Director-General to apply as from 1 January the measures adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations regarding salaries, post adjustment, 
family allowances and education grant; and from I July 1957 measures 
adopted by the General Assembly relating to installation grants, termination 
indemnity and sick leave. 


‘USEFUL CONTRASTS’ 


Before leaving Paris, the Chairman of the Board, Dr. Veronese gave a press 
conference during which he said: ‘Useful contrasts exist in the life of 
Unesco, and are expressed within the Executive Board itself. The latter, 
composed of 24 members representing their governments, must take into 
account both the wishes of governments and the viewpoints, essentially free, 
of groups of intellectuals whom it also represents. There are among its 
members the delegates of rich countries, where Unesco is chiefly called upon 
to help research in science, literature or philosophy, and those of less deve- 
loped countries where interest lies mainly in fundamental education and tech- 
nical assistance. Lastly, the Board must attend to the necessities of inter- 
governmental action—that of the United Nations and the Specialized 
Agencies—and to the aspirations of public opinion, to currents of ideas, 
and to the general evolution of education, science and culture. All these 
contrasts’, Dr. Veronese declared, ‘are a source of strength and have a bene- 
ficial effect on the development of Unesco and its programme.’ 


The next session of the Executive Board will be held in Paris beginning 
18 November. 
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The Development of National Education 
Clearing Houses 


René Hatconrvy, 
Department of Education, Unesco 


During its eighth session at Montevideo in November and December 1954, 
the Unesco General Conference adopted a resolution inviting Member 
States to establish national clearing houses in education and to strengthen 
existing agencies of this nature. A similar resolution was adopted last year 
at New Delhi. 

The purpose of any education clearing house is to facilitate the exchange 
of information among educators in order to improve education at all levels. 
In this respect, three main functions must be carried out: the gathering of 
appropriate documentation, the encouragement of studies and of educational 
research, and the diffusion of information. As far as documentation is 
concerned, its first task is to centralize information on all major aspects 
of education in its country, either by collecting material or by indicating 
where it is available. Secondly, a similar function must be carried out in 
regard to educational documentation coming from foreign countries. 

The centre must also carry out surveys and stimulate educational research 
and studies, tasks which are usually turned over to universities or other 
specialized bodies. Its information function consists of aiding the country’s 
educators and educational administrators by making available to them 
documentation concerning the country’s educational institutions, their 
organization, their functioning, their methods and their results, as well as 
information on foreign school systems and on major educational experi- 
ments carried out in various countries. Knowledge of what is being donc in 
foreign countries leads to comparisons and often serves as a valuable lesson 
which can be applied at home. Finally, the clearing house must diffuse 
information on the development of national education beyond the frontiers 
of its own country. 


THE IMPROVEMENT OF EDUCATIONAL DOCUMENTATION 


It is quite certain that, in our era, the power of education is constantly 
growing, both on the national and on the international levels. The present- 
day impact of ideas and doctrines has led nations to show growing interest 
in education. This interest is expressed in a strong demand for information 
concerning principles and methods of education in foreign countries and 
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in the need for keeping all national educators aware of contemporary 
trends in education. Education Clearing Houses and Documentation Centres, 
published by Unesco this year in its series Educational Studies and Docw 
ments, includes information on some 50 institutions in 33 countries and 
bears eloquent testimony to the importance which these countries place on 
the progress and the modernization of their school systems. 

In applying the resolutions adopted by the General Conference, the 
Education Clearing House of the Unesco Department of Education attempts 
to encourage the use of national, regional and international resources, both 
for the improvement of education in Member States as well as in the interest 
of Unesco’s programme of education. In this respect, its permanent activity 
is expressed in the form of information services, publications and studies. 
In addition, several members of the Unesco Secretariat have been sent on 
missions to various countries—including Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Guatemala, Lebanon, Pakistan, Peru, Turkey, Venezuela, Yugoslavia and 
the Caribbean region—in order to work with competent authorities in 
carrying out the resolutions of the General Conference. 


THE RESULTS OF UNESCO’S MISSIONS 


Some very encouraging results have already been obtained. In Venezuela, 
a ministerial resolution dated 16 January 1956, referred to Unesco’s recom- 
mendations when it transformed an existing service into a ‘Clearing House 
for Educational Information and Documentation’. 

In Ecuador, a presidential decree dated 27 June 1956, led to the creation 
of an education clearing house attached to the Ministry of Education. The 
goals of this new body are to : (a) gather, classify, conserve and keep up-to- 
date documentation on the educational movement in Ecuador; (b) undertake 
studies on national problems in the field of education; (c) make known 
the main aspects of the Ecuadorean educational system and the progress it 
has achieved; and (d) encourage the exchange of information with foreign 
countries, especially other Latin American countries. 

In Peru, the creation of a national education clearing house is called 
for under the re-organization of the Ministry of Education. Last year, an 
‘Instituto de Investigacién y Planificacién Educacional’ was founded by pre- 
sidential decree in order to co-ordinate and to make known work carried 
out in connexion with educational reform. 

In Colombia, an education clearing house is now being organized by 
the Ministry of Education. 

In Guatemala, a regional education clearing house is now functioning. 
It was created following the first meeting of ministers of education of the 
countries of Centra] America and of Panama, held in June 1955. Unesco 
awarded fellowships of three months to six officials of Central American 
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ministries of education which enabled them to study the operation of Unesco’s 
education clearing house and to familiarize themselves with the organization 
of several education clearing houses in Europe. 

In Egypt, a ‘Centre for Educational Documentation and Research’ was 
created at the Ministry of Education by a ministerial decision on 22 April 
1956. One of the officials of this centre is now visiting several education 
clearing houses in the United States on a three month’s fellowship awarded 
by Unesco. 

Upon the request of the Caribbean Commission, a member of the Unesco 
Secretariat travelled to Trinidad in April 1955, in order to study the condi- 
tions under which a regional] education clearing house could be organized. 
An organizational plan was drawn up and submitted to the Commission in 
May 1955. The following December, the Commission requested that Unesco 
place at its disposal a technical adviser for the establishment of the clearing 
house. 

In the Lebanon, an educational clearing house opened its doors in 
January 1956, shortly after the arrival of an expert sent by Unesco upon 
the request of the government. One member of this new centre was awarded 
a Unesco fellowship and he is now studying in France before visiting other 
clearing houses in Europe. 

The Government of Pakistan, in order to implement the resolutions of 
the General Conference, requested the aid of two Unesco experts, one in 
educational documentation and the other in school statistics. These special- 
ists went to Karachi in November 1956. A few months later, they presented 
a report to government authorities on the organization of educational 
information and statistical services. This report is now under study. 

In Yugoslavia, a ‘Federal Institute for Educational Research’ was estab- 
lished at Belgrade in December, 1954. Since then, similar bodies have 
been founded in each of the country’s six republics. The first task of these 
centres is to study various problems of education in the light of a reform 
of the Yugoslav school system. The need for information and documentation 
quickly became evident and a central clearing house was established at the 
Federal Institute in Belgrade which has begun to publish this year an infor- 
mation bulletin, Provetna Dokumentacija. It should be added that, in 1956, 
Unesco sent out an expert in the organization of education clearing house 
services upon the request of the Government of Yugoslavia. 
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NEWS FROM UNESCO HOUSE 


EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


The reports recently forwarded to the International Bureau of Education 
(IBE) by the ministries of public education of 70 countries give a general 
picture of educational developments throughout the world in 1956; Unesco 
and IBE have published them, as they do every year, for the International 
Conference on Public Education. The following comments are based on an 
onngee of those reports: 

1. The increase in the average of educational expenditures is evidence of 

a definite improvement; this average is in the neighbourhood of 14.5 

per cent, as opposed to 10 to 12 per cent in the two previous years. 

2. Enrolments continue to rise. Once again, the average increase at secondary 
level (between 10 and 11 per cent) is greater than at primary level 
(7.5 per cent). 

3. Although, in some countries, the erection of schools has proceeded at 
an unprecedented rate, the shortage of school buildings, due to the 
growth of the school population, continues to be acute and universal. 

4. As was the case last year, one out of every two countries has revised its 
primary-school curricula or syllabuses. 

5. The proportion of countries where secondary-school curricula or sylla- 
buses have been revised, or are shortly to be revised, is more or less 
the same as in 1954-55. This proportion continues to be slightly higher 
than that recorded in primary education. 

6. Except in a few cases, changes in the curricula have almost always 
entailed new requirements, resulting either from the introduction of 
new subjets or from the expansion of subjects already taught. In 
primary and secondary education alike, increased emphasis is laid on 
practical, scientific and normative studies, art appreciation, and the 
teaching of languages. 

7. The movement in favour of abolishing examinations or making them 
less onerous has gained ground in comparison with last year. 

8. While the trend towards specialization calls for the institution of new 
vocational training courses or the organization of studies leading to 
new technical certificates or diplomas, a campaign has been launched 
to make the public aware of the urgent need for an intensive training 
up of technicians. 

9. While persisting in the majority of countries, the dearth of primary- 
school teachers is beginning to be a little less acute; at the secondary 
level, on the other hand, the situation is becoming increasingly serious 


every year. 
10. Despite the shortage of teachers the tendency to extend the studies of 
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trainee primary teachers has become still more pronounced. There has, 
on the other hand, been a certain slowing up of measures to improve 
the training of primary teachers (two-fifths, instead of one-half of the 
countries) and secondary teachers (one-sixth, instead of a quarter of 
the countries). The number of countries which have directly or indi- 
rectly raised teachers’ salaries remains the same (one-third). 


INQUIRY ON STUDIES RELATING TO SCHOOL CURRICULUM REFORM 


The General Conference of Unesco authorized the Director-General to 
undertake activities with a view to the development of the schoo] curri- 
culum and to convene annual meetings of the International Advisory Com- 
mittee on the School Curriculum. 

This Committee held its first session in September 1956.' In accordance 
with the evidence gathered from the three regional seminars on the school 
curriculum held in Latin America, Europe and South Asia, the Committee 
came to the conclusion that one of the two most important problems to be 
included in its long-term programme is that of adapting the school curri- 
eulum, particularly at the primary-school level, to the age and abilities of 
the children. For this purpose the Committee proposes to gather all the 
available information from official sources or from research institutions 
on the studies and experiments which have been made on this subject, and 
on the use that has been made of them in the revision of the school curri- 
culum, and to study the possibilities of encouraging further research and 
action in this field. The ultimate aim is to make the results of such research 
and their application to curriculum development available to the Member 
States of Unesco. 

To this end, the Director-General sent a questionnaire to the various 
governments, requesting them to invite their National Commissions for 
Unesco to co-operate in the compilation of this inventory of studies and 


THREAT TO THE EDUCATION OF PALESTINE ARAB REFUCEES 


Mr. Luther H. Evans, Director-General of Unesco, made a statement in 
June to the members of the Organization’s Executive Board, warning them 
of the serious crisis developing in the education of Palestine Arab refugees. 
‘The magnitude of the crisis is not yet known’, he said, ‘but money is fast 
running out and there is not nearly enough to meet present needs. The 
building of schools has stopped. Very soon, technical and vocational training 
will have to be suspended. Unless the financial situation improves, we shall 
have to start closing primary and secondary schools. This is the grave situa- 
tion which faces the unfortunate children whose education has been placed 
in our care.’ 

Emergency educational assistance for Arab refugees has formed an impor- 
tant part of Unesco’s programme for a number of years. This aid is given 
in collaboration with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
which is responsible for the feeding, housing, health and rehabilitation of 
some 900,000 refugees. Technical responsibility for the education programme, 


1. See Unesco Chronicle, Vol Il, No. 12, p. 360. 
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which provides primary schooling for 150,000 children, secondary education 
Ce ee nme ane sien SOAND poten, omnertel 
nesco. 

UNRWA is financed by voluntary contributions, mainly from governments, 
the contributions of the United States of America and the United Kingdom 
amounting to 85 per cent of the total and the rest being supplied by 45 
other countries. UNRWA is faced with a serious shortage of funds, because 
contributions have not been sufficiently large or paid promptly enough to 
enable it to carry on. 

Already, UNRWA’s Director has ordered stoppage of construction acti- 
vities, a decision which affects the education programme in so far as it halts 
building of new classrooms and vocational training centres. Some two 
hundred new classrooms are needed each year because the refugee popu- 
lation is increasing. The suspension of building will mean that some of the 
pupils will have to be taught in tente—a situation quite normal five years ago. 

Other steps which may have to be taken if UNRWA’s funds are not 
increased within the near future are partial curtailment of the fundamental 
education programme and the temporary closing of teacher-training colleges; 
further, as Mr. Evans warned Unesco’s Executive Board, several primary 
and secondary schools may have to be closed. 


AID TO THE DESERT INSTITUTES IN EGYPT AND ISRAEL 


Under its Major Project on Scientific Research on Arid Lands, Unesco has 
recently decided to grant substantial aid to the Mataria Desert Institute 
(Egypt) and the Beersheba Arid Zone Research Institute (Israel). The 
Mataria Institute was established by the Egyptian Government in 1950 at 
Heliopolis, near Cairo. The objects which it was proposed that the Institute 
should achieve were the study of deserts in general and those in Egypt in 
particular, the encouragement of exploration of unknown areas in the 
deserts of Egypt and the promotion of closer co-operation between those 
interested in desert studies in Egypt and abroad. These aims were achieved 
through grants, publications and symposia. 

In 1953, the government reorganized the Institute and attached it to the 
National Production Council. It was decided that its objectives should be 
enlarged, and Unesco technical assistance was requested, first for the imple- 
mentation of this programme. The new objectives of the Institutes were 
laid down as follows: 

1. The scientific study of deserts or arid zones with a view to their entire 
exploration from geological, geophysical, hydrographical, meteorological, 
botanical, zoological and other aspects; 

2. The study of the means available for developing the agricultural, animal 
and mineral] resources of deserts in addition to the means available for 
reclaiming new land for agriculture and industrial exploitation; 

3. The study of the means for checking the expansion of desert areas to 
agricultural lands. 

In 1957, the Institute was again reorganized and is now attached to the 

Office of the Presidency through the Chairman of the Supreme Science 

Council. 

The Institute at present has six divisions. The work of the Hydrology 
Division is being organized in co-operation with an expert sent by Unesco 
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under its technical assistance programme. The Geology Division has already 
carried out work on the Kharga Oasis, the Dakhla Oasis and the Mediterra- 
nean coastal strip. To assist in the operation of the Soils Division, the 
Institute has requested Unesco to send, under the technical assistance pro- 
gramme for 1957, an expert in soil conservation and also an expert in soil 

genesis, classification and survey. The Ecology Division possesses a laboratory, 
while the Desert Agriculture and Horticulture Division has field plots in 
different sites. The essential equipment for the Division has 
been supplied by Unesco and an expert sent by the ization has been 
advising members of this Division for the past year. The Institute had 
intended to establish a Solar Energy Division, but the Advisory Committee 
on Arid Zone Research—a body set up by Unesco—has recommended that 
this proposal be abandoned, at least for the present, so that the Egyptian 
Institute should not duplicate work which is being done in other institutes 
with more abundant resources. 

A Range Improvement Project is at present being carried out in the 
Ras-el-Hekma Peninsula and the Fuka area, and in 20 experimental plots 
along the western coastal desert between Sidi-Barrani and Alexandria. The 
Institute also has trial plots in its own grounds, a photographic laboratory 
and library, field survey equipment, lecture rooms, a library, a mapping 
room, a map library and workshops. It publishes a bulletin and a collection 
of theses. 

The Arid Zone Research Institute, which comes under the authority of 
the Research Council of Israel, was founded in 1956. It is located on the 
outskirts of the township of Beersheba, in the Northern Negev. The first 
part of the laboratory building for general scientific work and the machinery 
and stores building are complete and were opened last April. The meteoro- 
logical station, workshop and drafting centre are being constructed and 
plans have been approved for the laboratory for water desalinization and 
solar energies studies. They will be completed in 1958, A laboratory for 
physiology is due for completion in 1959. 

The Institute will have several sections: agricultural biology, climatology, 
environmental physiology, water desalinization and solar energy. The work 
which it is planned that these sections should undertake includes physio- 
logy and ecology of germination and propagation of desert plants, water 
regime of desert plants, observation of the oasis effect (i.e. microclimatic 
changes caused by urban development and increase of plant cover), physio- 
logical studies on human subjects at work and at rest in the Negev (to 
include optima working and living conditions and most suitable clothing), 
experimental work on solar roofs and the cooling of buildings, experimental 
solar engine for water pumping in isolated areas, and research on the use 
of solar collectors under desert conditions. 


MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON LABORATORY ANIMALS 


The International Committee on Laboratory Animals, established a few 
PS erie 3 ar cera the sponsorship of the International Union of 

Sciences, the Council for International Organizations of Medical 
Sciences and Unesco. Three directors of institutions interested in the pro- 
gramme of the Committee (and serving on the latter) met in Paris from 
27 to 29 May last to discuss the progress of surveys undertaken in various 
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countries with Unesco’s assistance. These experts were Dr. Dale W. Jenkins, 
Chairman of the Institute of Laboratory Animal Resources, of the National 
Academy of Sciences, National Research Council (United States of America) , 
Dr. W. Lane-Petter, Director of the Laboratory Animals Bureau, Medical 
Research Council (United Kingdom), and Dr. M. Sabourdy, Director of the 
Centre de Sélection des Animaux de Laboratoire, Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique (France). 

The world demand for laboratory animals has increased considerably in 
the past few years. A recent report on the use of mice in the United States 
of America quotes the figure of 10 million as a conservative estimate of 
the annual number used in that country by university, governmental and 
industrial laboratories. Unless proper steps are taken, it is certain that 
vital progress in experimental biology and medicine will, sooner or later, 
be delayed or hindered. 


FELLOWSHIPS IN HUMID TROPICAL ZONE RESEARCH 


In pursuance of a decision taken by the General Conference in New Delhi, 
arrangements have been made by the Unesco Secretariat to award fellowships 
for research on scientific problems of the humid tropical zone. These fellow- 
ships are tenable in the following fields: botany, zoology, entomology, soil 
science, ecology, hydrology, meteorology and climatology, human and animal 
physiology, geology and geomorphology, and human geography. 
Candidates should have a degree in one of these branches of science and 
some research experience. They should be working, or willing to work, in 
scientific institutions actively engaged in humid tropical zone research. 


IMPROVEMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE TERMINOLOCY 


For the purpose of facilitating the gradual standardization of specialized 
terminology, Unesco decided last year to encourage the preparation of a 
social science dictionary, similar to Lalande’s dictionary of philosophy. 
It is planned to issue two editions, in English and French.* 

Contracts amounting to $12,000 have been signed for the preparation of 
the English dictionary with the editors of the terminology committees set 
up in the United States of America and the United Kingdom. The work on 
definitions done by these committees should be completed by the end of 
1958 or early in 1959. 

Similarly, for the French dictionary, a special agreement has been con- 
cluded with the French Government, which made a request, under the 
Programme of Participation in Member States’ Activities, for aid amounting 
to $12,000. This sum is intended for the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, 
which is responsible for co-ordinating the work done by the terminology 
committees set up in Belgium, France and Switzerland. 


APPOINTMENTS TO SENIOR POSTS IN THE SECRETARIAT 


After consultation with the Executive Board of Unesco, the Director- 
General recently took certain decisions regarding the appointment of a 
number of specialists to senior posts in the Secretariat. 


1. See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. II, No. 5, p. 154. 
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Mr. Rudolf Salat (Federal Republic of Germany) has been offered 
post of Director of the Department of Cultural Activities. Mr. Salat 
been Counsellor at the German Embassy to the Holy See since 1954 
previously was Director of the Cultural Affairs Department at the German 

of Foreign Affairs. He was Secretary-General of Pax Romana 
from 1930 to 1949. 

The post of Deputy Director of the same Department has been offered 
to Mr. Sankichi Asabuki (Japan). Assistant Professor of French Literature 
at Keio University, Tokyo, since 1946, he was a lecturer on the same subject 
at the Franco-Japanese Institute, Tokyo. 

Mr. André Bertrand (France) has been offered the post of Deputy Director 
of the Department of Social Sciences. Director of Studies at the Ecole 
Nationale d’Administration, Paris, since 1946, Mr. Bertrand was previously 
a professor at the Dijon Faculty of Law and Chief of the Legal Service at 
the General Secretariat of the French Government (1944-46). 

Mr. Reynaldo Galindo Pehl (El Salvador) has been offered the post of 
Chief of the Bureau of Relations with Member States. A Doctor of Law 
and Professor of International Law, Mr. Galindo Pohl was Minister of 
Culture in El Salvador from 1950-56 and President of the Constituent 
Assembly in 1950. He has headed the delegation of El Salvador, with the 
rank of Ambassador Extraordinary, at several international conferences. 

Mr. Salim Neysari (Iran) has been offered a post of Chief of Division in 
the Bureau of Relations with Member States. He is at present Executive 
Director at the Ministry of Education and Professor at the University of 
Teheran. He studied at the Sorbonne and the universities of London and 
Indiana, where he took his Doctorate in Education. These five specialists 
will probably take up their duties with Unesco within the next three months. 

Mr. Stanislas Shumovsky (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) has been 
offered the post of Director of the Department of Natural Sciences as from 
1 July 1958. Professor Auger, the present Director of the Department, has 
been asked to stay until that date. Mr. Shumovsky has been Vice-President 
of the Moscow Technical Institute of Physics since 1949 and for 10 years 

reviously was Vice-President of the Central Aero-Hydrodynamic Institute. 
He graduated in science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and was on a number of Soviet Government assignments in the United States 
of America between 1936 and 1946. 


BEF 


INTERIOR DECORATION OF THE BUILDINGS OF UNESCO’S HEADQUARTERS 


Six governments have so far promised to provide the decoration for various 
rooms in the buildings of Unesco’s permanent headquarters; these are the 
Governments of France, Italy, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
United States of America. The International Council of the New York 
Museum of Modern Art has offered to decorate the Executive Board Room; 
private organizations and individuals have already promised over $45,000 
for this purpose. France and Italy are to decorate and furnish two of the 


Committee Rooms. The Netherlands will decorate the Press Room and 
Sweden the Library. 








UNESCO’S ACTION 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


Participation Programme 


and Technical Assistance 


FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION AND THE TEACHING OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN KOREA 


The United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA) and Unesco 
have recently signed an agreement under which Unesco assumes responsi- 
bility for the Korean Fundamental Education Centre and for the Foreign 
Language Institute, through which about one thousand Korean students have 
so far passed. 

The transfer of these educational activities follows a recent decision to 
terminate UNKRA’s operations in 1958. The remainder of the funds for 
these two projects will be handed over to Unesco as soon as the transfer 
becomes effective. 

The Korean Fundamental Education Centre, opened near Suwon in 
October 1956, was established on the recommendation of a Unesco fact- 
finding mission. Two Unesco experts have been working at the Centre 
since it started to operate, namely, Mesers. Howard Hayden (United King- 
dom) and Hernandez Cabrera (Mexico), the latter having previously taught 
at the Regional Fundamental Education Centre at Patzcuaro. About 60 young 
people are at present studying at the Korean Centre, but Unesco hopes to 
double that number during the coming school year. 

Another joint Unesco-UNKRA project, which was handed over to the 
Korean Government in 1954, is a printing plant which issues over 30 million 
school textbooks a year and which received a grant of $100,000 from Unesco. 

Donations of over $100,000 in Unesco Gift Coupons from the United 
States of America, the United Kingdom, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, 
Cuba, France, and the United Nations Guild have helped a number of 
Korean educational and cultural institutions to purchase the equipment 
which they needed. The handling of these Coupons, hitherto undertaken 
by UNKRA officials, is now transferred to Unesco. 

Among the educational activities to UNKRA’s credit, mention should be 
made of the reconstruction of 5,000 schoolrooms, the rebuilding of univer- 
sity libraries and laboratories, the opening of five vocational training 
centres, with another two nearing completion, and the building of a Mer- 
chant Navy Academy. 











AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NUCLEAR STRUCTURE IN ISRAEL 


An international conference on nuclear structure is to be held from 9 
to 14 September 1957, at the Weizmann Institute, Rehovot (Israel). This 
meeting is being organized with the assistance of the Israeli Government 
and its Commission for Nuclear Energy, and is to receive assistance from 
Unesco ($4,000) under the programme of participation in Member States’ 
activities. The Conference is placed under the sponsorship of the Interna- 
tional Union of Pure and Applied Physics and a large attendance of scientists 
from all over the world is expected. 


NEW MISSIONS OF EXPERTS 


Known as ‘participation in Member States’ activities’, Unesco’s direct aid 
to governments requesting it differs from United Nations technical assis- 
tance in that it is not exclusively reserved for industrially underdeveloped 
countries and is not necessarily linked to their economic development. 

Under this programme, three experts were sent on mission in June. The 

name and nationality of the expert, and his or her field of assignment are 

shown below, for each of the three countries receiving this new form of aid: 

Costa Rica. Mr. J. Cordonnier (France) , establishment of a television service. 

Ecuador. Mr. I. F. M. J. Eibl-Eibesfeldt (Austria), expert in marine biology, 
development of science research. 

Egypt. Mrs. C. Desroches-Noblecourt (France), further study of the work 
plans of the Documentation and Study Centre for the History of the 
Art and Civilization of Ancient Egypt, Cairo. 

Under the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, 

Unesco sent nine experts on mission during the same month. Seven countries 

and one regional organization are receiving this new assistance: 

Argentina, Mr. J. Lanza Diego (Spain), specialist in vocational guidance, 
operation of the University of Buenos Aires. 

Brazil. Mr. Charles Wagley (United States of America), anthropologist, 
operation of the Centre for Advanced Educational Studies. 

Chile. Mr. R. P. Aton (United States of America), reorganization of the 
University of Concepcién. 

India. Mr. R. Jagitsch (Sweden), expert in silicate technology, operation 
of the University of Benares. 

Iraq. Mr. L. W. Reiman (Canada), specialist in audio-visual aids, funda- 
mental education programme. 

Liberia. Mr. P. W. Gideon (India), expert in biology, university science 
teaching. 

Peru. Mr. K. Rahn (Denmark), research programme of the Arid Zone 
Institute. 

Arab States Fundamental Education Centre. Mr. M. J. Holler (Czechoslo- 
vakia), expert in textbook illustration, and Mr. B. Berndtson (Sweden), 
expert in audio-visual aids, teaching programme. 

At 30 June 1957, 265 Unesco experts were in the field—36 under the pro- 

gramme of participation in Member States’ activities, and 229 under the 

technical assistance programme. 














In June, Unesco awarded one fellowship under the participation programme 
to a national of Jamaica, who will go to the United States of America and 
Puerto Rico for further training in methods of teaching reading. 

Under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, one fellowship 
was awarded during the same period to a Turkish student, who will proceed 
to the United Kingdom for further study in the field of technical and voca- 
tional training of adults, 


Regional Science Co-operation Offices 


SCIENCE CO-OPERATION OFFICE FOR LATIN AMERICA 


A working group on productivity in the field of marine biology was orga- 
nized by the Montevideo Regional Office from 15 to 17 May 1957. A similar 
meeting on type culture collections owned by Latin American laboratories 
was also held at Montevideo in the following week. 


SCIENCE CO-OPERATION OFFICE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA 


The Jakarta Regional Office is now making preparations for a symposium 
on phytochemistry in South-East Asia. 


News of Member States 


and National Commissions 


Austria, Austria, which for several years has been taking part in Unesco’s 
book coupon scheme, has just announced that it was joining the gift coupon 
scheme as a supplier of scientific equipment. Coupon users will thus be 
able to obtain this type of equipment in future from Austrian manufacturers. 

Since December 1948, when the scheme was inaugurated to help educa- 
tional institutions to overcome foreign exchange difficulties, Unesco has 
issued gift coupons worth approximately $11 million and is now issuing 
coupons to the value of roughly $3 million a year. Forty-two Member States 
are taking part in this scheme either as suppliers or as users. 


Bolivia. Mr. José Antonio Arze Murillo, Minister-Counsellor of the Bolivian 
Embassy in Paris has recently been appointed head of his country’s perma- 
nent delegation to Unesco. Mr. Francesco Caponera, Attaché at the Embassy, 
has also been appointed a member of the delegation. 

Ceylon. The report by Mr. T. C. I. Ekanayaka, Secretary-General, on the 











work of Ceylon’s National Commission for Unesco in 1956, was published 
in April 1957. In particular, it refers to the organization of a school science 
museum with Unesco’s assistance, to the part played by Ceylon in the 
programme of humid tropics research, to the neh we of reading material 
for new literates, to the showing of various Unesco travelling exhibitions, 
and to work carried out by technical assistance experts sent by the Orga- 
nization. 


Colombia. In May 1957, the government set up a commission for relations 
with international cultura] organizations, including Unesco. It is attached 
to the Ministry of Education, and consists of five members selected from 
among the most distinguished teachers and cultural leaders. 

The pilot public library at Medellin, established two and a half years 
ago by Unesco and the Colombian Government, has just announced its 
millionth loan. The library was set up to encourage the introduction of 
new methods and techniques in the organization and operation of libraries 
in Latin America, and is open to the general public in Medellin, and to 
readers in factories, schools and villages in the surrounding area. 


Czechoslovakia. Last April, the National Commission for Unesco set up a 
special committee to study the problems involved in carrying out the major 
project on mutual appreciation of Eastern and Western cultural values. 
This committee, which consists of 20 members, under the chairmanship of 
Professor Jan Rybka of the University of Prague, held its first meeting in 
May; the meeting was attended by Mr. U. N. Kirpal, Acting Director of 
the Department of Cultura] Activities of the Unesco Secretariat. The com- 
mittee drew up a work plan and decided to submit to the authorities various 
proposals concerning Czechoslovakia’s contribution towards the implemen- 
tation of the major project. 


Egypt. The first Arabic booklet on the organization, functions and aims of 
a National Commission for Unesco has just been published by the General 
Directorate of Culture at Cairo. Arab readers will also find in it information 
on the work of the Unesco Secretariat, on the programme of participation 
in Member States’ activities and the technical assistance programme. 


France. On 7 June 1957, the French Government ratified the Convention 
and Protocol for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict, adopted at The Hague in 1954 at an intergovernmental conference 
convened under Uneseo’s auspices. Mr. Cabouat, permanent delegate of 
France to Unesco, stated on this occasion: ‘France is all the more ready 
to accede to this Convention because it is based on an idea which is one 
of Unesco’s reasons for existence—the universality of cultural values.’ 

The leaders of 25 youth organizations attended a meeting organized on 
14 June by the National Commission for Unesco. It was held at the Chateau 
du Bois du Rocher, which Uneseo made available to the organizers. 


Germany (Federal Republic of). The Eleventh General Assembly of the 
National Commission for Unesco was held at Wiesbaden on 21 and 22 May 
1957. The discussions were mainly centred on the role of films and tele- 
vision in education. 
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The National Commission for Unesco and the Indonesian Embassy at 
Bonn organized a meeting of German and Indonesian teachers at the Inter- 
national Institute at Brunswick from 16 to 18 May; among other matters 
they discussed the improvement of textbooks with a view to furthering 
international understanding. This was the first meeting of the kind organized 
since the launching of Unesco’s major project on mutual appreciation of 
Eastern and Western cultural values. 


Japan. The growing interest in Unesco’s work being taken by the general 
public in Japan was evidenced on 16 June by the inauguration of a ‘Unesco 
House’ in the old city of Sendai in the north-east of Japan. This three- 
storey building will enable the people to take a regular part in the Orga- 
nization’s work. It was at Sendai that the first ‘Unesco Association’ was 
established in 1947, four years before Japan was admitted to membership 
of the Organization. 

The ‘Unesco House’ has meeting rooms, a library and offices. It was 
built mainly thanks to the generosity of Dr. Masaki Iwamoto, member of 
the National Commission for Unesco and director of a hospital. 


Korea. Mr. Soo Young Lee, First Secretary at the Korean Legation in Paris, 
has been appointed Permanent Delegate of his country to Unesco. 

Mr. Patrick H. Chang, Secretary-General of the National Commission for 
Unesco, recently informed the Director-General of the establishment of 
three sub-committees, for educational, scientific and cultural activities res- 
pectively. 


Lebanon. The local committee of the World University Service, the Musical 
Youth and the Association of Friends of Unesco recently organized various 
activities at Beirut—an evening in memory of Toscanini, the showing of 
various educational films, and an exhibition of Unesco’s work and publi- 
cations. All these events met with a very good reception from the general 
public. 


Sweden. The National Commission for Unesco recently assisted in the publi- 
cation of a book entitled ABC fér en battre virld (ABC for a better world), 
prepared by Mr. Hans Haste, a former Unesco fellowship-holder. The author 
seeks to foster an understanding of the problems now besetting the econo- 
mically underdeveloped countries and to bring out the importance of the 
work being done to help the peoples in these countries to raise their 
standard of living; he lays special emphasis on Unesco’s work in the field 
of fundamental education. 


Turkey. The Executive Committee of the National Commission for Unesco, 
whose monthly meetings had previously been held alternately at Ankara 
and Istanbul, held its May session at Brusa, the first capital of the Ottoman 
Empire. A symposium on Unesco’s work and Turkey’s co-operation in it 
was organized on this occasion. Local leaders and teachers took part in the 
discussions and showed the keenest interest in the problems raised. The 
Commission, greatly encouraged by this success, has decided to repeat the 
experiment in various large centres in the country. 
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United Kingdom. The United Kingdom, one of the three principal book- 
producing countries, has become a party to the Universal Copyright Con- 
vention. At a ceremony held at Unesco House in Paris on 27 June, Sir John 
Young, British Minister in France, deposited with the Director-General of 
Unesco, on behalf of his government, the instruments of ratification of the 
Convention and its three protocols. 


United States of America. The National Commission for Unesco has just 
published, with the Organization’s assistance, the report on the talks on 
cultural relations between Asia and America which were held last year in 
several cities of the United States of America.’ These discussions, it will be 
remembered, were based on two main considerations: 

1. With regard to the future of fundamental human values (those common 
to all human beings and those reflecting the specific genius of each people) 
under the impact of the rapid technological and social change now taking 
place in various countries, what lessons can be learnt from a detailed 
comparison of the situation in a highly industrialized but continually 
evolving country, such as the United States of America, and in the still 
underdeveloped countries possessing rich material potentialities and fine 
cultural traditions, such as the countries of South and South-East Asia? 

2. How can we analyse the broad human problems raised by international 
relations within this group of peoples? In particular, what are the present 
barriers to fruitful understanding and co-operation between the United 
States of America and the countries of South and South-East Asia, and 
what positive factors can help to bring them closer together? To what 
extent can practical co-operation between these different countries, which 
may take the form of material and technical assistance, and of exchanges 
and borrowings in the matter of human values, help each to deal with its 
own special problems? 

These two complementary considerations informed the discussions, which 
bore mainly on the following problems: definition and comparison of 
human values in the various countries and cultures under consideration; 
comparative study of the main aspects of industrialization; problems of 
international assistance, with special reference to the industrial and tech- 
nical fields; nature of social relations within each country; population 
problems; religion and its social and political function and influence; educa- 
tion at the various levels and the lessons to be drawn from the various 
peoples’ educational experience; the main communication media and the 
part they play as moulders of public opinion and ‘guardians of the public 
conscience’; the need for a two-way flow of high quality and absolutely 
reliable information; the importance of exchanges of persons; the preser- 
vation and development of original cultures in a world unified by techno- 
logy. All these problems are directly related to the major project on mutual 
understanding of Eastern and Western cultural values, being carried out 
by Unesco. 

The United States National Commission also published recently the pro- 
ceedings of its fifth national conference, held at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
November 1955. 

An exhibition of 100 children’s drawings selected by the League for Art 


1. See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. Il, No. 7, p. 231. 
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Education in Japan has just been brought to the United States of America, 
under the sponsorship of the American Federation of Artists and of the 
National Commission for Unesco. These drawings were selected from among 
4,000 children’s works entered in an international competition. 

The United States Government has just decided that the Universal Copy- 
right Convention shall henceforth be applicable to the Island of Guam. 
Since 1954 this Convention has been applicable not only to the continental 
territory of the United States of America but also to Alaska, the Hawaiian 
Islands, the Panama Canal Zone, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 


Co-operation with International 
Non-governmental Organizations 


WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS 


Unesco assisted in the preparations for a seminar organized in Florence 
from 8 to 10 April 1957 by the World Federation of United Nations Asso- 
ciations and the Societa Italiana per la Organizzazione Internazionale, for 
teachers from the northern Mediterranean countries. It was attended by 
some forty teachers from seven countries (France, Greece, Italy, Malta, 
Monaco, Spain and Yugoslavia). They heard eight information talks on the 
United Nations and the Specialized Agencies, and three talks on methods 
of education for international understanding and on teaching materials. 
Two working parties were set up to discuss: (a) teaching about the United 
Nations in primary schools and teacher-training colleges; (b) the same 
teaching in secondary schools and, accessorily, in technical schools. Films 
were shown during these various working meetings. 


INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MODERN SCHOOL MOVEMENTS 
(FREINET TECHNIQUE) 


Unesco was represented by an observer at the thirteenth Congrés Interna- 
tional de I’Ecole Moderne, held at Nantes (France) from 15 to 20 April 1957. 
The Congress adopted a motion on the question of school discipline and a 
draft Children’s Charter. It decided to set up an international federation 
grouping the various national movements and international organizations 
(Guilde Internationale des Educateurs, Centre International Scolaire de 
Correspondance Sonore, etc.). 


COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 


The Sixth International Congress of Otolaryngology was held at Washington 
from 5 to 10 May 1957 under the chairmanship of Dr. A. Proetsz. 

An International Conference on Audiology was organized at St. Louis 
(United States of America) from 13 to 16 May, by Dr. S. A. Silverman 
(United States of America), Secretary-General of the Council for Interna- 
tional Organizations of Medical Sciences. 
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The Eleventh Quadrennial Congress of the International Council of Nurses 
was held at Rome from 29 May to 4 June under the chairmanship of Miss 
Marie Bihet (Belgium). 


UNION OF INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING ORGANIZATIONS 


The Third General Assembly of the Union of Internationa] Engineering 
Organizations was held at Paris on 18 May and was preceded by a meeting 
of the Executive Council on 17 May. 

The Third Congress of the International Commission on Irrigation and 
Drainage was held at San Francisco from 29 May to 4 June. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL YEAR 


A meeting of experts to deal with ‘world days and communications’ was 
held in Moscow from 6 to 11 May. The Secretary of the Chilean National 
Committee for the International Geophysical Year recently sent the General 
Secretariat a report on the Eleventh Antarctic Expedition, which lasted 
from October 1956 to May 1957 and in which 38 specialists took part; they 
studied various problems relating to gravimetry, glaciology, marine biology, 
seismology and meteorology. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF NATURE AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 


The French edition of the Atlas of Nature Reserves throughout the World 
(Derniers Refuges : Atlas Commenté des Réserves Naturelles dans le Monde) 
was issued in May. It has taken several years to prepare this work, which is 
a 220-page volume containing 240 photographs and 108 maps. The first part 
consists of a series of general articles by well-known specialists, dealing 
with the various aspects of nature conservation. The second part deals 
with nature reserves in several countries, particularly those of world-wide 
renown (Yellow Stone, Kruger, Camargue, Albert National Park). 

Officers of the Union’s Secretariat and its permanent International Com- 
mission on Ecology recently met in London to select themes for discussion 
at the Seventh Technical Meeting, to be held at Athens from 11 to 20 Sep- 
tember 1958, concurrently with the Union’s Sixth General Assembly. The 
following subjects were selected: soil and water conservation and the role 
of vegetation in erosion control; the effects of irrigation on vegetation, and 
the influence of conservation on natural aquatic resources; education and 
conservation. It is also intended to organize two symposia, one on the 
history of erosion and its effects on the decline of civilizations, and the 
other on rare animals and plants of the Mediterranean region. 

With regard to the proposed scientific survey of the fauna and flora of 
the Galapagos Islands, Unesco has decided to grant a fellowship to a natu- 
ralist appointed by the Union, who will carry out a preliminary survey 
under the programme of participation in Member States’ activities. It is 
planned to set up at a later stage a biological station in this region, to assist 
in the detailed study and protection of the fauna and flora. 
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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION 


A Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, which recently met at Nice, 
considered a report by Unesco on efforts to end restrictions on the free flow 
of information between countries. This report dealt among other things with 
the problem of censorship and the frequent restrictions on journalists’ 
travel, the dearth of information media in large areas of the world, various 
technical obstacles such as high communication charges and difficulties in 
allocating radio frequencies. 

The Committee decided to ask parliaments to promote the exchange of 
ideas and to facilitate the free circulation of journalists and of persons tra- 
velling for educational 

It will be remembered that the Inter-Parliamentary Union, set up in 
1889, consists of groups of parliamentarians in 46 countries; it is working 
for the development of democratic institutions and of international co- 
operation. 














PUBLICATIONS 


The Improvement of Reproductions 
of Works of Art 


Culture is rooted deeply in the past, in the traditions, the beliefs and the 
language of each people. So Unesco’s activity in diffusing knowledge of a 
culture must at the same time be concerned with its local, national or 
regional characteristics and with the stimulation of exchanges by well- 
adapted methods. 

In the field of the plastic arts the ideal method would, of course, be 
to give everyone direct access to the masterpieces, by multiplying the expo- 
sitions of paintings, for example. But art exhibitions are costly, the hazards 
of transport endanger the treasures, and regardless of what effort is put 
forth the great majority of people, living outside the principal cities, would 
still not be influenced by the displays of art. That is why Unesco decided 
to encourage the diffusion of reproductions of high quality, which, in the 
absence of the originals, would provide the nearest equivalent. 


A SELECT LIST IN TWO VOLUMES‘ 


There are many reproductions of paintings in colour but few of them are 
accurate enough or large enough for convenient use. And since the selection 
is most often based on commercial considerations, many important pictures 
are not reproduced. The Unesco Secretariat therefore began by gathering 
copies of all the reproductions available in commercial channels. This 
established a file, which is kept up-to-date and can be consulted directly 
or by mail by interested persons and institutions. Then specialists were 
invited to carry out a process of selection in which only reproductions of 
indisputable quality would be collected. 

The two catalogues published by Unesco, one for the period prior to 
1860, the other for the period since 1860, are the product of that systematic 
work. Issued the first time in 1949 and 1950, the two editions were quickly 
exhausted and reprintings were necessary. Further, it was found necessary 
to arrange for a revision every two years by a committee of experts so that 
the catalogues would be kept up to date. And so they have been published 
three times and a fourth edition is about to appear. 


lL. es oe ee eee oes of Colour 
Reproductions of paintings 1860 to 1955, Unesco, Paris (English, French and Spanish). 
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These publications have brought good results in many ways. Educators, 
students and art lovers learn where fine reproductions are available, and 
how they may buy them through Unesco’s co-operation. Publishers find 
encouragement to improve their own reproductions and to fill in gaps in 
their selections; many of them consult the Secretariat for those purposes. 
Finally, Member States can set up archives of reproductions on the basis 
of the selections maintained by the Organization’s experts. 


UNESCO’s ‘WORLD ART SERIES’ 


Unesco not only collects and indexes the best reproductions but also strives 
to make them available to as large a public as possible by encouraging 
publication, in albums, of fine reproductions of little-known works, and by 
organizing travelling expositions. 

The Unesco World Art Series is an unprecedented undertaking launched 
in 1954 jointly by the New York Graphic Society and Unesco with the 
collaboration of the governments whose art treasures are reproduced. The 
seven albums already published are regarded by experts as among the best 
art reproductions ever achieved. The collection is prepared and published 
under the direction of Peter Bellew of the Unesco Secretariat and Anton 
Schutz, founder and director of the New York Graphic Society. The creation 
of the reproductions, the printing and the binding is done by the firm of 
Amilcare Pizzi at Milan. The albums each contain 32 colour plates and a 
number of black-and-white illustrations in the text. Each volume is published 
in five languages—English, French, German, Italian and Spanish—and some- 
times in a sixth, the language of a country of origin of the art works. 

These albums do not derive their riches from the exhibition rooms of 
the great museums; they show masterpieces which in many cases have been 
photographed for the first time in colour by special missions through the 
collaboration of the local and national authorities. In fact, Unesco launched 
its World Art Series because the best known and most easily accessible 
paintings are the ones published in reproduction most frequently by the 
commercial houses. It is much simpler to photograph the works in the 
Louvre, the Prado or the Vatican than to go about the world in search of 
art treasures buried in tombs, in caves or under desert sands. The latter 
way requires technical and financial resources not usually available to the 
publishing houses, and if such expense were applied, the price of the volumes 
would be beyond the purse of the average buyer. 

As an international organization and with the assistance of its Member 
States, Unesco was able to mobilize the resources for the difficult task. The 
albums that already have been printed include the following: frescoes 
painted in the caves of Ajanta, in India, several centuries before the Christ- 
ian era, by Buddhist monks; paintings recovered in tombs and temples of 
ancient Egypt; paintings on tree-bark done by Australian aborigines; medie- 
val frescoes recently discovered, under several layers of plaster, in Yugoslav 
monasteries; paintings done between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries 
in the ‘Stave’ churches of Norway (there are only some thirty of these 
wooden churches still standing); ancient Persian miniatures kept in the 
Imperial Library of Teheran; masterpieces of Romanesque and pre-Roma- 
nesque painting in Spain. An album outside of the series is devoted to 
Florentine frescoes by Masaccio. Other albums in preparation will include 
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the oldest Buddhist paintings of Ceylon, Russian ikons, Japanese Buddhist 
art, Muslim Turkish art, and masterpieces of Czechoslovak and Mexican 
painting. 


SIX TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS 


In connexion with the publication of these albums, Uneseo organized 
travelling exhibitions of reproductions based upon the selections listed in 
its catalogues and with the advice of experts. These exhibitions, each made 
in twenty or forty sets, have, respectively, the following themes: paintings 
before 1860; painting from Impressionism to the present day; the drawings 
of Leonardo da Vinci; Japanese woodcuts; two thousand years of Chinese 
painting; and Persian miniatures. An exhibition of water-colours is being 
prepared. 

The various series of reproductions are placed at the disposal of Member 
States to be shown in art galleries, museums, cultural institutions and 
workers’ and youth centres, in the cities and in the country. Each exhibition, 
especially conceived for educational purposes, is for every segment of the 
public, and is accompanied by a printed catalogue giving a brief essay on 
its theme, written by an internationally known specialist in the subject. 
The reproductions are carefully protected for shipment in special wooden 
eases; transport is made easy, and they may be exhibited immediately 
upon arrival. 

Uneseo bears the expense of transport to the first recipient country. 
Circuits among neighbouring States are organized so as to assure the 
greatest circulation with the least difficulty. Each State bears the cost of 
transport and insurance on its own territory, to the frontier of the next. 

Seventy-four exhibitions of this kind are now being shown in the various 
regions of the world. Reports that have come from the States which so far 
have benefited proves the interest that the exhibitions have aroused every- 
where and their success with the public. Many governmental and private 
institutions have acquired one or more of these collections at advantageous 
prices that Unesco has been able to obtain from the publishers. 


THE ‘INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVES’ 


To complete this survey of the activities of the Organization in artistic 
education by means of reproductions, one must point to the International 
of Photographic Archives of Works of Art, two volumes of which 
have already been published. An expert or a specialist does not always have 
the opportunity to travel—and few of them are ready to travel—at the 
moment when they find they should look at the masterpiece they are writing 
about. They must try to revive their memory of the work, by thought, by 
their notes, and especially by reference to photographic reproduction. 
The field of collection and cataloguing photographs of works of art is 
subject to continual change; new works must be added to those already in 
the public and private collections; and critical and historical research 
draws attention to works and periods inadequately studied. Many new photo- 
graphic collections are created, while the existing collections must be com- 
pleted. Therefore it is necessary from time to time to make a survey of 
all the photographic documentation of art in the world and to bring the 
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published catalogues up to date. That is the reason why Unesco published 
the International Directory. 

In that one may find the most precise technica] information about some 
2,000 collections spread among some 60 countries; the names and addresses 
of the possessors of the collections; the character, subject and purpose of 
these collections; the dates at which they were established; classification 
of the photos by category of work and by dimensions; the facilities for 
public access to them for consultation; the terms for sale and renting of 
prints, the rights of reproduction, etc. 

Certainly, photographic reproduction of works of art—and especially 
colour reproduction—is a response to a deep and vital need of our civili- 
zation and will be needed in the future. But, in general, there is a conside- 
rable variance between the current colour reproductions and the actual 
appearance of the masterpieces of painting, In encouraging the improvement 
of the technical processes, Unesco is endeavouring to prevent the introduc- 
tion of illusion into the ‘imaginary museum’ of masterpieces, recently made 
famous by André Malraux and which each of us forms, himself, according 
to his own choice. 

















Meetings of International N: 


MEETINGS AND SEMINARS 


on-governmenta] 
which take place at Unesco House, are marked-by an asterisk. 


5 


11* 

13, 14 and 
20* 

16* 

17-19* 

23 


23-25 


23-30 


14 
79 
7-12 
1 
14-26 


16-18* 
21-25 


Symposium on Uses of Strychnine (convened by the 
Brazilian Government with the financial help of 
Unesco). 

Round Table on Economic Development in Latin 
America (convened by the International Economic 
Association in collaboration with Unesco). 


Symposium on Patterns of Cellular and Subcellular 
Organization. 


International Conference on Radio-isotopes in Scien- 
tific Research. 

Seminar on Contribution of Social Sciences to Eco- 
nomic Development (convened by the Polish Gov- 
ernment with the financial help of Unesco). 
Co-ordination Committee for International Volun- 


tary Work Camps. 

International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic 
Studies (CIPSH), meeting of the Bureau. 

CIPSH, meeting of the Budget Committee. 

CIPSH, General Assembly. 

Liaison Committee in the fields of libraries, docu- 
mentation and archives. 

Meeting of International Advisory Committee for 
Documentation and Terminology in Pure and 
Applied Science. 

Symposium on Abnormal Hemoglobins (convened by 
MESCO with the collaboration of CIOMS). 


Conference of the European National Commissions 
convened by the Yugoslav National Commission. 
Working parties of non-governmental organizations. 

Intergovernmental Committee. 


Fourth Meeting of the Committee set up by the 
Fifth Conference of Non-governmental Organiza- 
tions. 

ee tional Advisory Committee on the School Cur- 

jum. 

International Music Council: Executive Committee. 

Meeting of governmental experts on the Agreement 
on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Materials. 





PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE OF CONFERENCES, 
August, September, October, November and December 1957 


Organizations subsidized by Unesco, 


Place 


MANAUS 
(Brazil) 


RIO DE JANEIRO 


PARIS 


LONDON 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 


UNESCO 


ISTANBUL 


DUBROVNIK 
(Yugoslavia) 


WASHINGTON 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 


UNESCO 
GENEVA 











OCTOBER 


30-31 
not fixed 


4-5* 


4-7* 


5-7 
6* 


78° 
7-12 


12-13 


12-26 
15-18 


19-20 
21-23* 


not fixed 
not fixed 


not fixed 
not fixed 
not fixed 


24 
9-10 


Regional Seminar on the Production of Reading 
Material (convened jointly by the Burman Govern- 
ment and Unesco). 

Meeting: fs Meatabesios| Cheentens, Tiare 


Seminar at the Desert Institute on Arid Zone 
Research in the Middle East (convened jointly by 
the Egyptian Government and Unesco). 


International Theatre Institute: Editorial Committee. 
Advisory Committee on Arid Zone Research: Thir- 
teenth Session. 


Eleventh Meeting of the Bureau of the International 
Commission for a Scientific and Cultural History of 


Mankind. 

Meeting of European working parties on social 
science terminology. 

— Committee for International Voluntary 


International Theatre Institute: Executive Committee. 

Symposium on Arid Zone Problems (convened by the 
Pakistan Government and subsidized by Unesco). 

Meeting of Representatives of Marine Science Insti- 
tute in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

Executive Board: Forty-ninth Session. 

Second Meeting Frade International Advisory Committee 


on Marine 

Regional Seminar on International Standardization of 
Educational Statistics for South-East Asia and the 
Far East (convened jointly by the Government of 
Thailand and Unesco). 

Selection Committee for workers’ study tours in 
Europe in 1956. 

Conference on Vocational and Technical Education 
for Arab countries of the Middle East (convened 

Government 


by the Egyptian with the participation 
of py ownccigrcay 

Meeting of Experts on the Establishment of an Inter- 
national Film and Television 


Institute. 

Symposium on Medicinal Plants of the Middle East 
(convened by the Middle East Science Co-operation 
Office). 

Meeting of Experts on the Political Science Aspects 
of Peaceful 

Meeting on Evaluation Techniques in UNESCO/ 

Schools. 


UNRWAA 
on Phytochemistry of Tropical Plants 
—" by the South-East Asia Co-operation 


International Advisory Committee on Bibliography. 


Second Meeting of International Committee on Labo- 
ratory Animals. 





Place 


RANGOON 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 


UNESCO 
UNESCO 


UNESCO 
KARACHI 


BANCKOK 


UNESCO 
BANGKOK 


BANCKOK 


CAIRO 


UNESCO 


PESHAWAR 
(Pakistan) 


probably 
MUNICH 
BEIRUT or 


KUALA LUMPUR 
(Malaya) 


UNESCO 
UNESCO 





‘e 

Meeting of Experts on the Sociological Aspects of 
Peaceful Co-operation (convened by the Interna- 
tional Sociological Association in collaboration 
with Unesco). 

Symposium on Recent Researches in Rare Metals 
(convened jointly by the Indian Institute of Metals 
and the South-East Asia Science Co-operation Office). 





UNESCO PUBLICATIONS: NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 


AFGHANISTAN: Panuzai, Press Department, Royal Afghan Ministry of Education, Kasut. 
ALGERIA: Editions de l’Empire, 28 rue Michelet, Atcrmrns. ARGENTINA: Editorial Sudame- 
ricana, S.A., Alsina 500, Buznos Arnes. AUSTRALIA: Melbourne University Press, 303 Flinders 
Street, Metpounne C.1 (Victoria). AUSTRIA : Verlag Georg Fromme & Co., Spengergasse 39, 
Vienna V. BELGIUM : Office de Publicité S.A., 16 rue Maroq, Brussgets I; N.V. Standaard Boek- 
handel, Belgiélei 151, Anrwerp. BOLIVIA : Libreria Selecciones, Avenida Camacho 369, Casilla 
972, La Paz. BRAZIL: Livraria Agir Editora, rua México 98-B, Caixa postal 3291, Rio pg 
Janerno, CAMBODIA : Librairie Albert Portail, 14 avenue Boulloche, Panom-Pens. CANADA : 
University of Toronto Press, Baldwin House, 33 St. George Sreet, Tononto, 5; Periodica Inc., 
5090 avenue Papineau, Monrreat 34. CEYLON : The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd., 
Lake House Bookshop, P.O. Box 244, CoLtomso 2. CHILE : Libreria Universitaria, Alameda B. 
O’Higgins 1058, Casilla 10220, Sanriaco. CHINA: The World Book Co. Ltd., 99 Chungking 
South Road, Section I, Tarren, Tarwan (Formosa). COLOMBIA : Libreria Central, Carrera 6-A, 
No. 14-32, Bocora. COSTA RICA : Trejos Hermanos, Apartado 1313, San José. CUBA : Libreria 
Econémica, Pte. Zayas 505-7, Apartado 113, Havana. CZECHOSLOVAKIA : Artia Ltd., 30 Ve 
smeckach, Pracuz 2. DENMARK : Ejnar Munksgaard Ltd., 6 Nérregade, Copennacen K. DOMI- 
NICAN REPUBLIC: Libreria Dominicana, Mercedes 49, Apartado de Correos 656, Crupap 
Trumito. ECUADOR: Libreria Cientifica, Luque 225-9, Casilla 362, Guayaqum. EGYPT : 
La Renaissance d’Egypte, 9 Sh. Adly Pasha, Carno. ETHIOPIA : International Press Agency, 
P.O. Box 120, Appis Aspapa. FINLAND: Akateeminen Kirjakauppa, 2 Keskuskatu, Hesinx1. 
FRANCE : Unesco Bookshop, 19 avenue Kléber, Panis-16¢-, FRENCH WEST INDIES : Librairie 
J. Bocage, 15 rue Ledru-Rollin, B.P. 208, Font-pe-France (Martinique). GERMANY : R. Olden- 
bourg, K.G., Unesco Vertrieb fiir Deutschland, Rosenheimerstrasse 145, Municn 8. GREECE : 
Librairie H. Kauffmann, 28 rue du Stade, Arnens. HAITI: Librairie ‘A la Caravelle’, 36 rue 
Roux, Boite postale III, Port-au-Prince. HONG KONG : Swindon Book Co., 25 Nathan Road, 
Kow.oon. HUNGARY : Kultura, P.O.B. 1, Bupapest 53, INDIA : Orient Longmans Private Ltd., 
Indian Mercantile Chamber, Nicol Road, Bompay; 17 Chittaranjan Ave., Catcutra 13; 36-A 
Mount Road, Mapras 2. Sub-depots ;: Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia House, New 
De.u1; Rajkamal Prakashan Private Ltd., Himalaya House, Hornby Road, Bomsay I. INDO- 
NESIA : G.C.T. van Dorp and Co., Djalan Nusantara 22, Posttromel 85, Jaxanra. IRAN : Iranian 
National Commission for Unesco, Avenue du Musée, Ténfran. IRAQ: McKensie’s Bookshop, 
Baocupap. IRELAND (REP. OF): The National Press, 16 South Frederick Street, Dupin. ISRAEL: 
Blumstein’s Bookstores, Ltd., P.O.B. 4154, Tex Aviv. ITALY: Libreria Commissionaria San- 
soni, via Gino Capponi 26, Casella postale 552, Fronence. JAMAICA : Sangster’s Book Room, 
91 Harbour Street, Kinaston; Knox Educational Services, Spatpines. JAPAN : Maruzen Co. 
Inc., 6 Tori-Nichome, Nihonbashi, P.O. Box 605 Tokyo Central, Toxyo. JORDAN : Joseph I. 
Bahous and Co., Dar-ul-Kutub, Salt Road, P.O. Box 66, Amman. KOREA: Korean National 
Commission for Unesco, Ministry of Education, Szovt. LEBANON : Librairie Universelle, 
Avenue des Francais, Bernut. LIBERIA: J. Momolu Kamara, 69 Front and Gurley Streets, 
Monrovia. LUXEMBOURG : Librairie Paul Bruck, 33 Grand-Rue. MALAYAN FEDERATION 
AND SINGAPORE: Peter Chong and Co., P.O. Box 135, Singapore. MALTA: Sapienza’s 
Library, 26 Kingsway, Vatterra. MEXICO : E.D.1.A.P.S.A., Libreria de Cristal, apartado Postal 
8092, Mexico 1, D.F. NETHERLANDS : N.V. Martinus Nijhoff, Lange Voorhout 9, Taz Hacvs. 
NEW ZEALAND: Unesco Publications Centre, 100 Hackthorne Road, Caristcuurncn. NICA- 
RAGUA : A. Lanza e Hijos Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 52, Managua, NIGERIA : C.M.S. (Nigeria) Book- 
shop, P.O. Box 174, Lagos. NORWAY : A/S Bokhjgrnet, Stortingsplass 7, Osto. PAKISTAN : 
Ferozsons Ltd., 60 The Mall, Lanorngs; Bunder Road, Kanacn1; 35 The Mall, Pesnawar. 
PANAMA: Cultural Panamefia, Avenida 7a, No. T1-49, Apartado de Correos 2018, Panama. 
PARAGUAY : Agencia de Librerias de Salvador Nizza, Calle Pte. Franco No. 39/43, Asunci6n. 
PERU : Libreria Mejia Baca, Jirén Azangaro 722, Lima, PHILIPPINES : Philippine Education 
Co. Inc., 1104, Castillejos, Quiapo, P.O. Box 620, Manitta. POLAND : Centre de distribution des 
publications scientifiques, Palac Kultury I Nauki, Warsaw. PORTUGAL : Dias & Andrade Lda, 
Livraria Portugal, Rua do Carmo, 70, Lisson. SPAIN : Libreria Cientifica Medinaceli, Duque de 
Medinaceli, 4, Maprip. SWEDEN : A/B C.E, Fritzes Kung). Hovbokhandel, Fredsgatan 2, Srock- 
HoLm 16. SWITZERLAND : Europa Verlag, Ramistrasse 5, Zinicn; Librairie Payot, 40 rue 
du Marché, Geneva. TANGIER: Paul Fekete, 2 rue Cook. THAILAND: Suksapan Panit, 
Mansion 9, Rajdamnern Ave., Banaxox. TUNISIA: Victor Boukhors, 4 rue Nocard, Tunis. 
TURKEY : Librairie Hachette, 469 Istiklal Caddesi, Beyoglu, Istansut. UNION OF BURMA : 
Burma Educational Bookshop, 551-3 Merchant Street, P. O. Box 222, Rancoon. UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA : Van Schaik’s Bookstore (Pty) Ltd., Libri Buildings, Church Street, P. O. 
Box 724, Prerornra. UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS : Mezhdunarodnaja Kniga, 
Moscow G-200. UNITED KINGDOM: H.M. Stationery Office, P.O. Box 569, Lonpon, S.E.I. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Unesco Publications Centre, 152 West 42nd Street, New 
Yorx 36, N.Y., and except for periodicals: Columbia University Press, 2960 Broadway, New 
Yorn 27, N.Y. URUGUAY: Unesco Centro de Cooperacién Cientifica para América Latina, 
Bulevar Artigas 1320-24, Casilla de Correo 859, Monrevipzo; Oficina de Representacién de 
Editoriales, 18 de Julio 1333, Monrgvipzo, VENEZUELA : Libreria Villegas Venezolana, avenida 
Urdaneta-Esq. Las Ibarras, Edif. Riera, Apartado 2439, Caracas. VIET-NAM: Librairie 
Papeterie Xu4n-Thu, 185-93 rue Tu-Do, B.P. 283, Sareon. YUGOSLAVIA : Jugoslovenska Knjiga, 
Terazije 27, Beranapeg. 











